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Lucknow (PNS): Former IPS officer
Amitabh Thakur has announced to contest
against Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in the
upcoming assembly elections. He said that
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath had done many
anti-people works during his tenure and as a
protest against it he would contest election
against him this time.

Thakur, in a video message through social
media on Saturday, said that from anywhere
Yogi Adityanath would contest election this
time, he would definitely contest against him.
He said that this was a battle of principles and
he would express his protest against the wrong

in the poll. Amitabh Thakur's wife Nutan, in
a statement issued in Lucknow, said it was a
fight for principles for her husband.

“Adityanath undertook many undemocra-
tic, improper, suppressive, harassing and dis-
criminatory steps during his tenure as chief
minister,” she alleged.

“Hence, Amitabh (Thakur) shall be contest-
ing the election against Adityanath from any
place he contests. It is a fight for principles for
him, where he shall be presenting his protest
to the wrongdoings,” she said. The government
had forcibly retired Amitabh Thakur on March
23, 2021.
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has asked district

authorities to not allow any reli-
gious processions to be taken
out on the occasion of
Moharram in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic and
security concerns.

Tazias would also not be
placed publicly but they can be
set up at homes, Additional
Chief Secretary (Home)
Awanish Awasthi said in the
directions issued to district
magistrates, district police
chiefs and other senior officials.

“Owing to the COVID-19
pandemic, no permission
should be granted to take out
any processions/Tazias," the
order released on Saturday
mentioned. It also directed offi-
cials to talk to religious leaders
to ensure strict compliance of
the order. Adequate police force
will be deployed in sensitive
areas and containment zones, it
added. The order also asked
officials to remain vigilant
about anti-social elements who
may try to disturb communal
amity and the possibility of ter-
rorists targeting common citi-
zens. "Special attention should
be paid to anti-social elements
and those spreading rumours.
Checking should be conducted
at public places like railway and
bus stations and religious
places. “Social media should be
routinely monitored and appro-
priate action should be taken in
case an objectionable post is
found. The post must be
blocked. Special alertness must
be maintained as the possibil-
ity of increased sensitivity due
to Muharram occurring in the
month of Shravan cannot be
ruled out," it said.
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Aiming to promote and
encourage the local clay

artisans and create maximum
employment opportunities in
Uttar Pradesh, the Common
Facility Centres set up by
Mati Kala Board of Khadi
Gramodyog department are
proving to be an efficient tool
to give every facility under one
roof.

Providing new equipment
and quality training for pro-
duction and marketing to pot-
ters, artisans and craftsmen,
the CFC centres are paving the
way for strengthening the
rural economy in the state, an
official spokesman claimed
here on Saturday evening.

In this regard, the CFC of
Pilibhit, which has become
operational now, is an exam-
ple. The families associated
with the local clay artisans
committee are producing tea
kulhads, lassi/milk glasses,
cups for curd , ras malai katori
among others in these centres.

Through the Mati Kala
Board, the Yogi Adityanath
government decided to set
up these CFCs in all division-
al headquarters of the state.
Under this scheme, land was
approved in Pilibhit, Rampur,
Firozabad, Kannauj and
Barabanki for establishing the
centres. “Efforts are being
made to encourage pottery
items by embracing modern
technology all under one roof.
The artisans don't have to
wander places now for any
facilities. We are encouraging
special skills and craft that will
help the state in carving out a
unique identity,” Additional
Principal Secretary (Khadi
and Village Industries)
Navneet Sehgal said.

The Pilibhit centre has
already been made function-
al while CFCs of Kannauj
and Firozabad will also start

soon. The Rampur and
Barabanki centres are also
ready with all the facilities
under one roof. The adminis-
tration has completed the
electrical connection work
and the work of installation of
machine/equipment and con-
struction of the furnace will
start soon.

The workshop of Rampur
CFC will be made operational
this month by completing the
installation of machine/equip-
ment and furnace. With the
establishment of CFC, all the
clay artisans residing in the
nearby area will be able to
improve their production effi-
ciency and quality of produc-
tion in a safe manner with less
labour along with using
advanced equipment like pug-
mill, plunger, jigger-jolly and
gas furnace. The Uttar Pradesh
government is targeting to
set up six more CFCs in the
current financial year.

In the current financial
year, the target is to establish
six more centres in addition to
the already existing five. In
order to improve the produc-
tion efficiency and quality of
finished goods, it was decid-
ed to establish Micro Mati
Kala Common Facility (CFC)
in all the divisions of the
state. The total cost of each
CFC centre comes around Rs
12.5 lakh. Out of this, the UP
government will bear Rs 10
lakh and the Remaining 2.5
lakh will be given by the com-
mittee of artisans. The land for
the centres will be also given
by the society or committee. If
the land is not available with
the committee, then the gov-
ernment will provide the gram
sabha land. Each CFC will
have modern equipment like
gas powered kilns, pugmills,
electric potter chalks,
plungers, jigger -jolly among
others for clay preparation
and processing.
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In the run-up to Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election,

all political parties are locked
in an intense race to woo non-
dominant or non-Yadav other
backward classes who consti-
tute about 35 per cent of the
population.  

The Samajwadi Party and
Congress have stepped up their
efforts to influence the non-
dominant OBCs ahead of the
UP Assembly polls. Samajwadi
Party and Bahujan Samaj
Party are also running cam-
paigns to influence the
Brahmin voters.

The ruling Bharatiya
Janata party has a head start as
it has already won three elec-
tions -- 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, 2017 UP Assembly elec-
tions and 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. The BJP faces the chal-
lenge of repeating the perfor-
mance of the last three elec-
tions.

The BJP, in 2017, had also
expanded its reach among
Most Backward Classes
(MBCs) by allying with Om
Prakash Rajbhar’s Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party (SBSP) in
2017, and the Nishad Party in
2019. The SBSP, however, broke
ties after the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections.

While the SBSP relies on
Rajbhars, the vote-bank of
Nishad Party, an ally of the
BJP, is the Nishad community. 

The BJP is now focusing
on these non dominant
OBCs. 

The BJP maintains that a
large section of OBCs are still
with the ruling party.

“Not only have we given
them leadership but also rep-
resentation in party organisa-
tion and the government,” a
BJP leader said.

The Samajwadi Party,
meanwhile, launched its OBC
sammelans on August 9.

“These sammelans are first
organised in the central UP and
Bundelkhand areas, and then
we will move on to

Purvanchal,” said SP MLC
Rajpal Kashyap.

“Our focus is also on
Kurmis, Mauryas, Sainis,
Sahus, Kashyaps and other
such OBCs. We are going to
ally with the Mahan Dal, which
is headed by a Maurya. Our
OBC chairman is Kashyap.
Om Prakash Rajbhar is also
showing interest in allying with
our party.

In this way, several OBC
castes are consolidating in our
favour,” the SP MLC said,
adding that  non-Yadav OBCs
would also get more tickets in
these elections.

The Congress, on its part,
has already held several OBC
conventions. 

“We have organised four
OBC  sammelans  as of now. In
these sammelans we have cov-
ered Sainis, Kushwahas,
Mauryas, Shakyas, Pals,
Dhangars, Gaderiyas,
Kumhars, Nishads, and Mallas,”
said a UP Congress leader.

Though the BSP is not
making any such moves, party
supremo Mayawati had
appointed Bhim Rajbhar as
party’s state president a few
months ago.

The caste wise figures of
OBCs collected through the
Socio Economic Caste Census
(SECC) conducted in 2011 has
not been released so far by the
Centre. 

As per the Mandal
Commission report, OBCs
constitute 52 per cent of the
national population. In UP,
the OBC population is over 50
per cent. 

Yadavs, Kurmi and Lodh
Rajput are considered         the
three most dominant
OBC castes, followed by the
Rajbhar.

According to a post-poll
survey after the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, Kurmis and Koeris
and other such OBCs rallied
behind the BJP. The survey
found that four-fifths of
Kurmis and Koeris, and three-
fourths of lower OBCs voted
for the BJP.
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Atotal of 79,400 girls have completed
their course at 746 branches of

Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBV) in the state of Uttar Pradesh
despite the ongoing coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Driven by its mission to educate and
empower the girl child, the Yogi
Adityanath government ensured that
classes did not stop for a single day at all
the branches of the school spread over 746
development blocks. The classes were con-
ducted through e-pathshala, Doordarshan
and WhatsApp. Besides, educational pro-
grammes were also organised for students
on YouTube. Out of 746 KGBVs, 446 are
for girls studying in Classes VI to XII and
300 for Classes VI to VIII.

Apart from education, Kasturba
Gandhi Girls’ Schools also offer residen-

tial facilities to the girls belonging to
Scheduled Castes , Scheduled Tribes,
Other Backward Classes, minorities and
below poverty line families.

Official spokesman of the state gov-
ernment claimed here on Saturday that
Yogi Adityanath was committed to the
empowerment of women and had taken
several initiatives to achieve this end since
assuming office in 2017. 

He said under Yogi Adityanath’s lead-
ership, a large number of girls in the state
were getting a chance to study and
progress and the chief minister saw to it
that schools were upgraded and educa-
tional standards were improved in the
state.

Curricula have been changed as per
need and training schools to hone teach-
ers’ skills established at the initiative of
Yogi Adityanath. Concrete efforts have
been made to ensure that quality educa-

tion is accessible to boys and girls from
every section of the society.

Dialogue sessions were also organised
with KGBV children on YouTube, in col-
laboration with the National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuro-Sciences
(NIMHANS), Bengaluru, on the topic
‘Safety and mental health of children
affected by COVID-19’.Prerna Portal
Monitoring System has been developed for
quality operation of Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalayas. The system enables the
departments concerned to monitor the
school infrastructure, attendance of staff
and children, grading of schools, securi-
ty arrangements etc.

The government is also empowering
girls by holding self-defence training and
scout guide related activities, Meena
Manch, as well as organising vocational
courses and skill development pro-
grammes.

�$ *������#�������%���� � ����������

�-�%���#"�#�����������%�#%
�������#����#"��$��#��9

*+#,--���������������������������
.)/0�����1�����������
������

&�������$��#$#?:�"�2�
 &��2$�����#4

&���������������
������"���'��
Lucknow (PNS): A  centennial pillar will
be established and a postal stamp will be
released on the occasion of the centenary
celebrations of Lucknow zoo. It was
decided in a meeting which was held
under the ACS (Forest  and
Environment) on the completion of 100
years of the zoo on Saturday. Zoo direc-
tor RK Singh said that a  number of offi-
cials from various departments attend-
ed the meeting. “It was decided that the
centennial pillar to be established will
have Lucknow Zoo imprinted on one
face and history of Lucknow Zoo writ-
ten on the back. A postal stamp will also
be released to commemorate the celebra-
tions,” he said.

A ‘smarika’ will also be published in
which all the former directors will share
their views and suggestions.

“School students will be involved in
a number of quizzes, painting & rangoli
competitions while former employees
and directors will also be felicitated,” he
said. He said the zoo has been given the
permission for animals to be adopted for
a single day; while a single meal can also
be sponsored on birthdays or any other
special events to make it memorable.
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Police found themselves in the firing
range after cops were seen thrashing

two youths in a viral video. One of the
youths died later. The police had arrest-
ed two accused, including the brother-in-
law of the deceased, in Aliganj.

Sumit Mishra of Aliganj was found
dead on July 15 while his relative Pankaj
had suffered injuries in an attack. On July
16, the police had arrested his brother-in-
law Ayush Pandey of Madiaon and his
aide Adarsh Singh of Aliganj. 

The police had recovered a stick, a
baseball club, a luxury car, a country-made
pistol and a live cartridge from the
accused.

However, after the video went viral on
Friday, Adarsh’s father Arun Singh said the
youths seen in the video were Sumit and
Pankaj. He said Sumit died after being
thrashed by the police who named his son
in the case. He added that he had peti-
tioned his case to the human rights com-
mission.

After Adarsh’s father's allegations,
the police came on the back foot. A police

spokesman said the DCP (North) was
probing the case. He said the veracity of
the video was yet to be ascertained.
Meanwhile, the police said Pankaj, who
is admitted in a hospital, had denied any
such assault.

Sumit Mishra of Aliganj, along with
his relative Pankaj Sharma, was having
lunch at a hotel when he was kidnapped
and attacked. Sumit had a love marriage
with Ayush’s sister Mansi but her parents
were against it. Mansi’s love marriage
with Sumit irked Ayush so much that he
decided to avenge the insult from
Sumit.

The police had earlier said that
Sumit had a verbal spat with his wife
Mansi who complained about his
behavior to Ayush. Ayush got a chance to
vent his ire and he, along with Adesh and
few others, reached the hotel where
Sumit was having lunch with Pankaj
Sharma. 

Both caught hold o Sumit and Pankaj
and dragged them out of the hotel and
thrashed them. A profusely bleeding
Sumit was admitted to a hospital where
he succumbed to injuries.
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